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would compel all men to live like angels. Let him
take care, while lie would do violence to nature, he
break not all the "bonds which restrain from fornication
and every uncleanness. They had rather abandon their
priesthood than their wives, and then let the Pope, who
thought men too grovelling for hini, see if he can find
angels to govern the Church." n Siegfried could not but
betray that he was acting a part in opposition to his
own judgement; his arguments, therefore, had little
effect. The clergy withdrew to deliberate. Some pro-
posed quietly to return to their own homes. Some of
the more violent, with confused but intelligible menace,
called foi vengeance on him who dared to promulgate
this execrable decree; they threatened to depose the
Archbishop, and even to put him to death, as a warning
to his successors not to publish such statutes, which
they strangely affected to treat as calumnious to the
priesthood. The affrighted primate expressed his readi-
ness to appeal to Borne, and to endeavour to obtain
some mitigation at least of the obnoxious law. Either
to distract the assembly from the main subject in de-
bate, or from mere folly or rapacity, he suddenly re-
vived an old question of his claim on the tithes of
Thuringia. These claims had been settled in the
treaty at Gerstungen; and the enraged Thuringians, at
first with sullen murmurs, at length with open violence,
so terrified the Archbishop, that he was glad to make
his way, environed by his own soldiers, out of the town.
So closed the synod of Erfurt.

But the impatient zeal of Hildebrand would brook
no delay. At the head of the Boman clergy, men
vowed by conscience and religion, by interest and pride,
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